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Sale . of radios by branches of the Polish Recio in Loo and 19h9 


eae, the. Qeyear period from 1945 to 199 y the Polish Radio embarked on 8 program 
; of distributing radios throughout the country. After 2 years, this pro-ram 
was entirely abandoned, and efforte were concentrated exclusively on broad~ 
casting with wired lowispealtors., The sale of racios to the people began at 
the end of 19,8 At that time, the Polish Radio imported the larger number 
of radios from Czechoslovakia (Teslo-lytaus, ketube, U-series tubes) sore 
- Were recelved fron Gexpiany - as reparations , mainly the Philips brand. The 
. rest were of domestic production - Pionier and Aga ~ the latter made in 
« Dedevzoniow and arse. Because of the grcat demand for radios, the Polish 
Radio organized special sections, called Commercial Sections, in ita regional 
“ managenonts > 9 to handle ‘the “Bale of radios, The Comorejal Sections handled 
the sale of radios, radio tubes, "opony". (leudspealtor diaphragms ?),. and 
dater also the repeir of radics. 


Zo Ab five t, rocios wore sold to all citigons, provided thet there were any to 
be sold. Usually, the demand for recilos, despite the high prices, was greater 
than the: supply» The Gommoreial Sections also orpmvised Snstaline nt baying 
over periods ranging Drow ce memtho to ten months, wiich also contributed 
to the larre demand for ravies, In 199, the cost of = oe rac.Los 
was 16,090 zlotys, thd lipo-Phi lette 21,000 slotys, and ta (domestic) 36,000 
ZLObySs o 


* 3. In 1950, prices for radios inereased, Cor exarmyic, the done is Le Age racio was 
_ 42,000 aloty So On 2 Jonuary 1950, the Commercial Geetions, alter onercting 
for one and a half years wore Miquicated., ivicentiy, the aie Aiyation cone 
racios Was not athicving the foals cee by the regime. On oricre fron 
ue contral authorities of the Polish Radio, ravio sets were sold after mic 
1949 only upon the recommendation of the “K's (vojerod lgkie Komitety, Provincial 
Comuttecs) of the Communist Party, usually to UB (Ursad Boapieczcns ima. 
Security) functionaries. . Futhernorc, the Commercial Sections, toward the 
end of their opc rationy importod a ae Tesla-Rytuus radios fron Gacchoslovakia 
which wore not equipped for short wave reception, so that the DBC and the 
Voice of America broadcasts could oe be heard, After liquidation of the 
Ce Cent Sections, the ea stocks vere sold to social clubs and trade 
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Since then, the sale of radios to the people has heen handled by the CILYE 
(Centrala Mandlowa Przemyslu Elektretechnicanefzo, Central Marketing Office 
of the Dlestrical Industry), a state commercial enterprise, The only radios 
that remained on the market vere the two-phase Tesla and the three-phase Aga 
and Pionicr, the prices of which increased 20 to 30 percent. Instaliment 
buying, which previously enabled the majority of the people to buy radios, 
was discontinued. 


At presont, the shortare of radio parts on the marcet is constantly becoring 
more atute, This shortare is purposely enrincered by the repime's policy 
to pradually eliminate "free Listencrs" of racios, anc to substitute lLoud- 
speakers wired to radio relay stations. 


After 1 January 1950, the DNO (Deial Naprawy Cdblornikow, Radio Repair Section), 
a part of the Commercial Section, was incorporated into the newly-created 

PYRK (Panstwowe: Pracdsicbiorstwo Radiofonizacji lraju, State Unterprise for 

the Radiofication of Poland), Other scctions were completely liquidated. 

The former DNO became the SOR (Stacja Obslupi Radioodbiornikow, Radio Service 
Station). The SOR has since, almost exclusively, becn repairing the radio 
relay stations, public address assemblies, club rooms, etc. As a rule, there 
4s a "shortage of materials and parts" for a private radio owner, except on 
recommendation of the Party or through other ‘in“luence"™, 


yeneral technical information on the Polish Radio broadcasting station in 


iroclaw 


The present transmitter of the iroclaw radio station has a power of 50 kilow 
watts, It was installed in the fall of 1948 in a former German radio station 
located in Zorawin, a villare 15 kilometers south of Wroclaw, The transmitter 
was purchased in the spring of 1940 from RCA in the USA for 130,000 dollars. 
The transmitter, an air-cooled type, was one of the latest American models 

at that tines 


The transmitter was installed at the racio station in Zorawin wit,jn the 
3emonth poriod from July through September 198. The installation work was 
done by a special crew of technicians and engineers, mmbering approxinately 
20 persons, from the Chicf Man renent in Warsaw, Doleslaw Pafars (non-Party), 
a skilled youn; engineer, born in 1918, and technical director at the ‘/roclaw 
broadcasting station, supervised the installation. ‘The Chic? Uansrement 
stressed quick installation and activation of the transmitter, It is sipnilie 
cant that the Jroclaw broadcasting station was the first to be supplied with 
modern broaccasting equipment of high power and ranpe curing a time when 
other broadcasting stations, including the Warsaw station, renained far behind. 
in such facilities. The reasons for this were as follows: 


ao After Szczecin, the Jdroclaw broadcasting station was located fartner 
west than amy other Polish station. 


be The /roclaw radio station, located in Zorawin, had a lyQ-meter trans~ 
mitting antenna of high technical value. It was built entirely of wood, 
and had not been damaged during the war, Szczecin did not have these 
technical facilities. 


The rerime'’s coal was to have its radio propaganda heard as far west as possi~ 
ble; therefore, Jroclaw was selected. The fact that Bierut, topetuer with 
other members of the administration, arrived in Jdroclaw in October 190 to 


attend the dedication ceremony of the radio station, is an indication of the 


ereat importance attached to the new radio station by the refine, Tt was here 
that Blerut cave his wellknown speech in wiich he predicted "a preat cultural 
offensive to be started by the administration." 
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Early broadcasts showed that the ‘iroclaw radio station, with its new 50-- 
Iclowatt transmitter, possessed sufficient range to cover all of Curope. 
Surveys, conducted by the Polish Radio, confirned the fact that the Vroclay 
station was heard clearly in all of Western Lurope. In acdition, the Folish 
Radio received letters proving that the Wroclaw radio station was beinrc heard 
in Turkey, Palestine, Laypt, North America, and even Australia, Of course, 
tn the last-mentioned countrics, the Wroclaw broadcasts could be heard only 
under exceptionally favorable conditions and with very poverful sets. 


“ne equipment of the Wroclaw broadcasting station is among the most modein 
in Poland. Partially salvaged amplifier equiyment was, to a lerpe degree, 
repaired and re~activated in the period fron 19446 to 1950. Progress was very 
slow because of shortages of materials and experts. Most of the work was 
done by the technical division's ow staff under the supervision of Engineer 
Fafara. ; 


In 1946, the Wroclaw broadcasting station had in operation one amplifying 
studio, one studio for forums, one studio for chamber music and piano recitals, 
and one studio for individual lectures, By the end of 1950, the radio sta= 
tion had two amplifying: studios (the second studio was used as a stand-by 
studio in case the first was danaced)s; two studios for forums; one chamber 
music studio, one lecture studio, one large concert studio (converted from 

a public hall, 15 x 15 meters, with a seating capacity of 500, and having 
Poland's best concert organs comprising nearly 4,000 pipes), and one control 
room made up of three sections in which special sound effects are producede 


Prorrans of the Warsaw broadcasting station are transmitted to Troclaw by 
special modulation cables leased on a permanent basis by the Polish Radio 
from the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. The iroclaz station 1s connected 
with the Warsaw station by mcans of two pairs of cables, one pair being for 
stand=by purposes, These cables up to now have not functioned as expected, 
Interruptions in the proprams have been frequent because of technical difri- 
culties, The cables follow a round-about route via Poznan. In 1950, the 
Polish Radio asked the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs for permission to 
construct special modulation cables from Jroclaw to Varsay over the shortest 
route, This investment is anticipated in the Six-Year Plan. The present 
modulation cables from the amplifying room of the radio station are connected 
with the telephone wires of the Urzad Poeztowy (Post Office), Krasinskiego 
Street, Wroclaw, where they are amplified and relayed to Warsaw via telephone 
cableso 


Te ‘Iroclaw broadcasting station has one GMC truck equipped with technical 
radio apparatus for mobile broadcasting and recording from the field. This 
truck was allotted in 1948 by the Chief Management of the Polish Radio in 


Warsaw, The outfitting of the truck with broaccasting equipment by the techni~. 


cal division of the Wroclaw broadcasting station was done in six nonthse 

The truck is equipped with two magnetophones for magnetic tape recordings, 
amplifiers and microphones for direct broadcasting by means of telephore 
cables, and two 20-watt dynamic loudspeakers installed on the roof. The 
truck is uscd for the dissemination of the regine's propaganda in cities and 
towns, on occasions like May Day, annive rsaries of the Bolshevik revolution, 
ete, 


Ab least 90 percent of the news broadcasts from the field are transcribed 


from marnetie tape recordings, "Live" broadeasts are transmitted only in 
vare and excertional cascse 
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_may be expected in the very near future. 
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Necordings are made as follows: The prorram and technical crew, composed 

of one or tivo announcers and racio technicians, arrives at the scene with 
the broadcasting: truck, ‘The news is recorded on the maynctopione, liore tape 
is always used than required for the broadcast; for exannic, for a 15-1inute 
broadeast a 30-to-lO—minute tape is made, and on ecsyecially important events, 
a 60—to90-minute tape run is made, For broadeast purposcs, only the parts 
needed for proparanda purposes are retained; the rest is either deleted or 
cut oute 


The Polish Radio has great difficulty in purchasing majnctophones and Lapes. 
None of the Satellites produces this equipment. After the former Geraan supplies 
in Wroclaw were exhausted, the Polish Radio was forced to purchase these com~ 
modities in the West. At the beginning of 1950, a business deal with Vest 
Germany fell throurh. If it had been successful, all broadcastin; stations 

in Poland were to. have been. cquipped with new magnetpphones, Thereupon, in 

the summer -of 1990, the Central Office of Polish Radio in Warsaw issued special 
orders to all the mangrements to excreise pveat care in the use of ‘apcs and 
marnetopnones, since Poland was forced to purchase tapes abroad and pay with » 
dollar bills-of-exchanre. Tapes produced ia East Berlin were found %o be of 
such poor quality that they ha’ to be withcrawn from usce Magnetophonie tapes 
and equipment are one of the weakest points in radio broadeasting in Foland 3 
mapnetophones are constantly ovctloaded, and much tape is necessarily wasted. 
Ig the Polish Radio is now able to obtain row sourcgs of supply abroad for 

the purchase of this equirment, serious disturbances.in its radio activities 


Control of the Polish radio by the Communist, Party(PZPR, Polska 2jednoczona 


oo 


From the very beginning of its postwar cxistence, the Polish “atio felt the 
strong influence of the Commmist Party. By carly 1919, the Polish Nadio 
was solely an instrument of Party propafanda, All key yositions were filled 
with proven and trusted Party members, Currmnily,; only young Party members 
are being appointed to manaperial positions, For examplo,+Jan Picrachala, 
born in 1920, origineslly from Gorny Slask, was appointed regional director 
in Wroclaw inthe spring of 1950, In 1950, Andrzej Walalek, born in 1928, 
was appointed mana.er of the political information sections 


PZPR*'s control is not confined to the appointment of trusted people to key 
positions, The Party systematically investigates Polish Racio activities. 
The activities of the “roclaw radio station are cuecked by the WK of the PZ?P2., 
Other regional «adio stations are checked by the YK's of the respective areas, 
with the exception of the Warsaw broadcasting stavion, which is controlled 

by the KC (Komitet Centralny, Central Committec) cf the PZPR. A special 
radio section within the WK has been set up for the exclusive purpose of radio 
supervision. Orchon, a "radio instructor", has chirge of the radio section 
of the YK in ‘Jroclaw, This section is subordinate to the Propaganda Division 
of the WK. Each month, the WK holds a conference at which the Party presents 
the broadeasting plan for the following month, These conferences are attended 
by the regional director, the personnel manajer, anc manarfers of program 
sections of the Polish Radio, and the secretary of the POP (Pods tawowa 
Orranizatja Partyjna, Basic Party Cell), Not only tie. program and proparanda 
matters, but also the personnel, orpanization, and + chnical matters are 
discussed, The function of the mana;erial orrans of she Polish Radio at 
these conferences is lirited to the presentation of reports for the past 
month, and the presentation of constructive sugrestions for future plans, 

The fundamental activity of the manarerial organs of the Polish Radic is 
conecrned with the zealous fulfillment of Party directives, Lrrors in ful- 
filling the Party directives are punished ruthIcesly, and more tmuportant 
offences incur cischarre or transfer. 


SECT 
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20. The PZPR exerts the primary influence on the creation of the radio program. 
The PZ2PR is most interested in propaganda broacicasts such as news broadcasts 
of trials, peace congresses, etc. Every important news broadcast of this 
type is recorded on tape and is edited by the WK representative, For especially 
important news broadcasts, the Polish Radio sends specialists from Warsaw. 
¥or example, in the winter of 19950 during the "sny" trial staged in the 
“wroclaw French consulate, a special broadcasting truck arrived fron Warsaw y 
“ven though the broadcasting truck of the Wroclawstation was not in use 2% 
that tine. 


21. Party control is not linited to political and propayanda oroadcasts, In 
musical prograns it was found that too little Russian music was included, 
In the spring and sumicr of 1950, Jan Ocwieja, a non=Party director of the 
Wroclaw radio choir, and Tadeusz Seredynsi, a non~Party cirector of the 
Wroclaw radio orchestray wore criticized for not selecting the proper reper — 
toire, not placins proper emphasis on Sovict music and sons, and accepting 
"suspected reactionary clenents" inte their froup, The trial lasted for 
tro or three months, and was held by the executive committee of the POP, 


22. Many disputes arose between the Chief Manarement of the Polish Tadic in Warsaw 
and the “IK of the PZPR in Vlroclaw, All disputes resulted from differences 
of interp tation on some of the regulations of the KC (Central Comnittce) 
of the PZP relative to radio proparanda. PBisputes, as a rule » Were settled 
by the Kc, In the period frow 19,7 to 1949, the disputes were usually settled 
in favor of the Polish Tadio, but in the period from 199 te 1950, the decisions 
were in favor of the Party. As a result of ViK's interwontion, the Chie? 
Banarement instituted important purges and “"reorpanizations™ of the WrocLay 
broadeastin: station, 


General reorganization of the Polish Radio in the spring of 1950, and the 


creation of two independent enterprises PP Polskie fatiio (Panstwowe 
Przedsieblorstwo Polskie Nadio, Polish Radio State Enterprise), and” PPRK 
(Panstwowe Przedsiebiorstwo Madiofonizacii Kraju, State Enterprise For 
Radiofication of Poland). 


230 The rapid expansion of radiofication during 1945 and 1949 required a major 
reorganization in the PP Polsile Radio to place radiofication on an equal 
footing. In 199, the Sejm passed a law on the basis of which the ¢ 
(Centralny Uraad Radiofonii, Central Board of Radio Broadcast) was created 
on 1 January 1950. CUR's headquarters are in Warsaw and it is directly 
under the jurisdiction of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, The 
tivo new independent cnterprises, the PP Polskie Radio and the PPRK, were 
placed under the jurisdiction of the CUR, Because of the close orpanizational, 
economic, and financial ties, the now cnterprises could not immediately func- 
tion independently, Between 1 January 1950 and 31 March 1950, the functions 
of the two enterprises were pradually (divided. The property and real estate 
of the formr Polish Radio enterprise were apportioned as follows: 


a. The PP Polskie Radio received all real estate (buildings and Land) with 
technical radio broadeasting equipment. 


‘be Automotive vehicles were apportioned between the PP Polskie Radio and the 
PPRK, the PP Polskie Radio receiving about onm-third, and the PPRK, tryo98 
thirds, Almost all vehicles with technical broadeasting equinment and 
passenfer cars were fiven to the PP Polsinie Radio. The PP Polskie Radio 
in \roclaw received one Skoda Tudor passenger car, one GUC broadcasting 
truck, and one Dodge station wagon (almost unusabic); PPRK received three 
GHC 3-ton trucks, one Chevrolet 1-1/2<ton truck, one Zis truck (old model), 
and one Dedge station wagon. 
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So PPRK offices may be inctalled in PP Polskic Tadio broadcasting stations 


with excess office space, on payment of rent by the PPRK to the PP Polskie 
Radio for the use of such space. 


the Chief Man peuvent of the PP Polskie Radio is hichly departucntalized for 
maximum centralization of all radio activities in Poland. The Prosrar Depart= 
nent is the most highly developed and has the following sections: 

a, Political information 

bo, Literary and scientific 

Co Proparanda 

do Foreipn (includes nonitoring of broadcasts from western Furope and America). 
@, Sports 

ff, Bducational ane children's broadcasts 

fo Program fulfillment control 

Ne ltusie 

i, “epional broactasting stations 

The Technical Department has the following sections: 

a. Technical opcration of broadcasting stations 

be Teciinical operation of radio trensmitting stations 

@. Technical inve-tments 

The Administrative Departirent is the least developed with the following sections: 
a. Housekeeping and maintenance 

b. Real estate manarenent 

ec. Inventory records and statistics 

d. Conrunications and cuard service 


The following soewcalled independent offices and divisions are uncer the direct 
jurisdiction of the Chief Uanaremen’: 


a. Personnel bureau 

be. Central bookkeeping of fice 

Gy Transportation Division 

d, Coordination and Planing Division 
GC, Supply Division | 

fo Internal Auditing Division 


Bash department has its own Budyet Control Section to see that expenditures 
do not exceed the budget. 
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